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Chaplaincy in The Gap Celebrates 25 years 
  

 

Chaplaincy in The Gap started at The Gap High School in 1991.  We were the eighth chaplaincy service to 
be established in Queensland, however as the previous seven have all had gaps in service, we have the 
longest-running continuous state school chaplaincy service in Queensland!   
 

Our first chaplain was Jon Sargeant, who served for 7 years.  Over the years, we have had nine different 
chaplains in the high school and nine in the primary schools.  Early supporters of chaplaincy in The Gap 
were Tom Kerr (Youth Worker at The Gap Uniting Church) and Bob Guthrie (The Gap High School 
Principal).  Guy Hawkins has been our longest serving chaplain, now in his twelfth year.  Michael Knight 
(Ashgrove Baptist Church) led the local chaplaincy committee for over twenty years.   
 

Our Chaplaincy Support Team currently has representatives from Ashgrove Baptist Church, The Gap 
Uniting Church, and River City Family Church, as well as each of our local schools.  We would love to 
welcome new members – please contact jan.packer26@gmail.com if you are interested. 

  

The Gap State School Students Thank Mrs Hayes 
  

Year 4 and 6 students recently wrote their chaplain letters of thanks.  Here are some of the things they 
have noticed about Mrs. Hayes: 
 

Some of the many things you do for our school like help us on camps or speak on assembly 
add up to a school full of kindness with no hatred at all. 
 

When you come on camps you are always happy and positive and make sure everyone 
has a good time. Plus if anyone ever feels homesick or sad you cheer them up. 
 

Your actions make a huge difference to our school. You work so hard and yet you are able 
to make every student feel comfortable. 
 

You put in a lot of hard work to make this school a safe and happy environment.  
 

 I like Mrs Hayes when she walks around and spreads kindness everywhere and always 
has a smile on her face. I love Mrs Hayes when she gives out kindness awards to people 
that have picked up on her kindness and given it to someone else. 

 

Thanks, Jocelyn, for being such a great role model and contributing to a supportive school environment! 
 

Introducing Mt Nebo’s New Chaplain 
 

Tracey Storey will be commencing at Mt Nebo State School in October this year.  
Tracey is a Mum of 5 children aged 7–21.  She has recently finished a counselling 
Diploma and has experience in Playgroups, and as a volunteer in her local primary 
school and church ministry.  She grew up in Toowoomba and has lived in Darwin 
and Lara (near Geelong) in Victoria before settling back in North Brisbane 14 years 
ago.  We look forward to welcoming Tracey to the team. 

mailto:jan.packer26@gmail.com


Longstanding Donors Believe 
Chaplaincy is Important 

 

 
 

Our records show a handful of donors who have 
been giving a monthly donation to support 
chaplaincy in The Gap since 1993 – that’s over 23 
years! One of these is The Gap resident Michael 
Gourlay.  Michael has a long history of involvement 
with the work of SU Qld and actually participated in 
the early discussions and decisions concerning the 
establishment of chaplaincy in Queensland schools. 
He was a member of the SU Council (Board) that 
approved the first chaplaincy appointments in 
Queensland, including our own Jonathan Sargeant. 
Michael says, “Supporting The Gap chaplaincy is one 
way in which I continue to contribute to this strategic 
ministry in our community in these challenging 
times.”  Thank you Michael for your generous and 
faithful support for the young people in our 
community. 

 

 
 

 

Primary School Students in The Gap 
Learn to Show Kindness 

 

 
 

Our chaplains at The Gap State School, Hilder Road 
and Payne Road State Schools encourage students to 
show kindness to others.  At Hilder Road, they 
turned acts of kindness into a fundraiser – not only 
did the students (from Prep to Year 6) identify 
dozens of ways they could show kindness to others, 
they also raised some money for the chaplaincy 
program, and for earthquake recovery in Nepal.   At 
Payne Road this year, students have been collecting 
gifts ready to fill shoeboxes for Christmas. The 
students are excited that they can give something to 
someone in another country. 
How do Prep students show kindness to others? 
"I gave my cousin my milkshake even though I 
wanted it for myself" - Prep girl 
"I played with a friend who had no hat, so he could 
have a friend at playtime at morning tea" - Prep boy 

 
 
 

Fundraising Activities 
 

 
 

It costs nearly $200,000 per year to provide a 
chaplaincy service in our five local schools.  Half of 
this is funded by government grants; the rest comes 
from individual donations , fundraising, and support 
from local churches, community groups, businesses 
and P&C committees.  Here are some fun ways you 
can contribute: 
 
25th anniversary dinner at Zegatos.  Mark 25th 
October in your diaries for our 25th anniversary 
dinner at Zegatos (Ashgrove Golf Club, 863 
Waterworks Road, The Gap).  Get a group of friends 
together and reserve a table. Details on page 3.  
 
GAP CAPS. Guy Hawkins is selling GAP CAPS. These 
are black baseball style caps with a “G” on the front.  
They are becoming popular with the students and 
staff of the high school.  For further information 
contact Guy on 3511 3812 or ghawk13@eq.edu.au. 
 
Entertainment Books. This year we started selling 
Entertainment Books to support The Gap Chaplaincy 
Service.  Books and digital subscriptions will be 
available again from mid-April next year, and contain 
lots of discount offers for local restaurants and other 
attractions.  Books usually cost $65, with 20% of 
every sale going to support our local Chaplains.  
Contact jan.packer26@gmail.com for further 
information. 

Hilder Road’s Deputy Principal Values 
Chappy Michelle’s Role in the School 

 

 
 

Deputy Principal Amanda Cooper writes:  
We value the role of the Chaplain and the 
contribution Chappy Michelle makes towards the 
well-being of students, staff and parents.  Chappy 
Michelle is a tireless worker who has contributed in 
outstanding ways, by listening, encouraging and 
promoting the values of the school.   
 
Chappy Michelle has 
initiated great activities that 
strengthen positive 
relationships between 
members of our school 
community and create a 
positive ethos within our 
school.  She has certainly 
immersed herself in the life 
of the school, embraced our 
values and dedicated herself 
to pitching in to help.  
 
The role of the Chaplain is vital to our school in 
supporting students in particular, and families 
through times of difficulty, to ensure that they feel 
valued and cared for in our incredibly fast paced 
world. 
 
Thanks, Amanda, for the great support you have 
given our chaplains since they started in our primary 
schools nearly 10 years ago! 
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High School Chaplain Guy Hawkins Focuses on Student Wellbeing 
  

One of the events that chaplain Guy Hawkins runs in the high school is the 
Healthy Mind Fiesta for the year 12 cohort. The aim of the Healthy Mind 
Fiesta is to create a space for the seniors to exercise, move and enjoy non-
competitive sports followed by a meal, all as a form of stress management.  
The workload and academic density for senior students can be quite 
challenging, leading to unhealthy levels of stress.  The combination of 
healthy exercise and enjoying each other’s company helps students to deal 
with their heavy workload.  
 
Guy is also part of a small group at the high school (including parents and a 
student representative) that has formed the Student, Staff and School 
Wellbeing Action Group.  The group is just starting out, and has a mission to 
focus on wellbeing within the school community. 

 

Parents and Community Show Their Support for Chaplaincy 
  

 
Occasionally we are surprised and encouraged when parents and community members go out of their 
way to show their appreciation for our chaplains.  Whether it be a financial donation – small or large – 
or a note of thanks, it all helps our chaplains to keep going and to stay motivated.  Thanks to all of our 

faithful supporters! 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
  

 

Chaplaincy in The Gap turns 25   
 

Since 1991, there has always been a chaplain at The Gap High School. 
Primary School chaplains started in 2007. 

 

Come celebrate with us on Tuesday 25th October 
6.30pm at Zegatos (at the Ashgrove Golf Club, Waterworks Road, The Gap) 

 

 
 

Canapes on the deck, main course, and celebration cake 
 

$35 per person  (with an opportunity to donate on the night) 
 

Tickets must be pre-purchased online at https://suqld.goregister.com.au/thegap25thchaplaincydinner 
or by contacting Jan Packer 3300 2320, jan.packer26@gmail.com Please book by Sunday 23rd October – places are limited 
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