
  

 

     Greetings from the Ministry Team 
 
Greetings to the community of The Gap Uniting Church, and welcome to the first edition of our Newsletter for 2020!  
This edition will provide some information about a few of the key priorities and events for the first part of the year, 
as well as some important updates from our Church Council. 
 
February began with a wonderful Back-to-School service, and an opportunity 
for our young people to learn about and explore their spiritual gifts.  After many 
months of prayer and planning, we had our Vision Weekend, where we 
introduced and explored our theme for 2020.  LAUNCH 2020.  A year when we 
will be ready to launch many of the things that we have all been working so 
hard, towards in response to where God is calling us.   
 
I was excited and encouraged by how many people have already responded in 
new ways this year and look forward to seeing more of what is to come.  The 
remainder of February will see us launch our GROW program for 2020, as well 
as commissioning our Church Leaders, and the leaders of all our programs 
throughout the year. 
 
In March we enter the season of Lent, a time of preparation for the 
celebrations of Easter.  One of our key priorities and prayers for our church is 
that God will launch in us a heart for those who do not know Jesus.  During 
the month of March, we will have a teaching series across our worship 
services exploring who Jesus is and what different that makes.  This is an 
exciting opportunity for each of us to invite someone to come and learn more 
about Jesus.   

 
March is also an exciting time for conferences and training, to increase our confidence and 
competence in the areas we serve.  The AMPLIFY Conference on 7th March, and the ALPHA 
training night on the 12th March are two great examples.  You will find more information about the 
events in this newsletter. 
 
March finishes off with our annual Autumn Fair – our biggest opportunity to 
engage with so many people of our wider community and beyond.  
Preparations are already well under way, and no doubt we will be hearing a 
lot more about this in the coming weeks! 

 
I pray that as we launch into another exciting year as a community of faith, that we will all have the courage and 
enthusiasm to explore and discover what God is ready to launch in each one of us. 
 
Grace & Peace,     Rev. Rod Fisher 
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Church Parking 
Please ensure you drive slowly 
and carefully on our site! It is 
shared by a number of 
community groups, family 
activities and congregational 
events each week so we all 
need to be playing our part in 
this. In particular, our busiest 
time of the week is a Wednesday Morning. If you are 
frequently here during this time and notice traffic congestion 
how could you help? Is there someone you could carpool 
with? 
The High School has recently installed boom gates in Col 
Millar Drive. These will be open on the weekends for the 
congregation to continue to be able to park there. Note that 
the boom gate to leave is automatically activated on the way 
out. We are thankful for the generosity and community spirit 
that the High School shares by allowing us to continue to 
access this area. 
The changes at the High School means that there are no drop
-offs in Col Millar Drive during the week now for school 
families. Some of this traffic is now coming onto our site and 
we are working with the High School about the best way to 
address this. 

P l e a s e  s e n d  M a l  a n  e m a i l 

mjc62@live.com 

Beans or Ground  200gm - $13 

    500gm - $27 

Beans Only  1Kg - $43 

 
Throughout the 5 Sundays in March, we will be exploring stories that demonstrate how Jesus is able to identify 
with us in the kinds of feelings and situations that are common to all of us.  This is a perfect opportunity for 
you to invite someone along to hear and learn more about Jesus.  Statistics and surveys consistently 
demonstrate that the overwhelmingly main reason people first attend church is because “a friend invited 
them”.  Well, that friend is YOU and the time is now.  Take a flyer and give it to someone you know.  

mailto:mjc62@live.com
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ZIMBABWE 
WORLD DAY OF  PRAYER 2020 

Friday 6th March @ 10am 
St Peter Chanel Roman Catholic Church The Gap 

Children are growing up so quickly. Before the even finish primary school, they’re already stressing about their 
appearance and thinking about their sexuality. As these young lives are bombarded with hypersexualised images 
and the pornification of everything around them, they face increasing pressure to act out and put their bodies on 
display for attention and judgement. 

What is the best way to address this toxic part of our culture? How can we raise healthy, resilient young people 
who will aspire to authentic relationships because they understand their self-worth and value their human dignity? 

Join prominent author, media commentator and advocate Melinda Tankard Reist as she addresses these issues, 
drawing from current global trends as well as the experiences of young people in Australia. 

Too Much Too Young 
 26th March @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
$10 – $25 
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Keeping the Congregation informed of happenings at Church Council, Church Council Executive & Congregational meetings.  If yo
would like brought to the attention of the Church Council please contact the  Council Chairperson  or Council Secretary via e

Mission Team Mission Team Leader 

Worship VACANT 

Resource Ross McDonald 

Engage - In Tim Wark 

Reach - Out David Lockie 

Highlights and Notes across January 2020 

Church Council Meetings 
 Church Council spent a considerable amount of time 

reviewing and focusing on the Strategic Plan for the 
congregation, the activities that need to be prioritised 
across 2020 and how the Mission Teams can be 
formed and resourced for oversee delegated actions 
and outcomes. 

 It was determined that one of the goals under 
‘Growing our intergenerational ministry and worship’ 
would change to “Work towards another Worship 
Service in 2021 that draws on the strength & mission 
of the current Morning Service”. Council believe a 3rd 
service is needed for our Church to be the healthy and 
sustainable however recognise the need to finish 
embedding Night Church first. 

 Church Council reviewed and adopted three polices 
from the Queensland Synod including Safe Ministry 
with Children, Critical Incidents & Issues Escalation 
and a Whistleblower. 

 With this assistance of a recruitment team, Church 
Council has been progressing an opportunity for the 
Youth and Young Adults Pastor role. We hope to have 
a full update for the congregation in the middle of 
March. In the meantime, Moreton Rivers Presbytery is 
providing some interim support with Rev Fa Matangi 
assisting with some oversight and coordination of 
Youth Groups and Night Church. 

 Council was excited to appoint David Lockie into the 
Reach-Out Mission Team Leader role. We look forward 
to what this team and others will bring about in 2020. 
Rev Rod Fisher will coordinate the Worship Mission 
Team until another lead can be found. 

 Rev Rod Fisher presented an update on the activities 
occurring as we transition from the roles of Church 
Councillors, Elders & Pastoral Carers to a model with 
both elected and appointed roles. Contact has been 
made with the majority of people previously in these 
roles and we plan to close out the models for pastoral 
care, holy communion and baptism in the next 3 
months. 

 Church Council approved the audited accounts for 
2019 and these will be included in the Annual Report 
for endorsement by the Congregation. A surplus of 
over $16,000 was achieved mainly through the 
reduction of expenditure for the Youth and Young 
Adults Pastor due to vacancy. 

 
How can you help lead our Congregation? 
There are two significant roles vacant at a Church Council 
and Executive level. These are the Worship Mission Team 
Leader and the Treasurer for the congregation. A brief 
summary of these roles are below and we ask you to pray to 
discern who God is calling to serve in the vital areas of 
ministry. If you are interested, please talk to Rev Rod Fisher 
or our Council Chair, Scott McDonald. 
 
Treasurer (Approx 10 to 12 hours per month) 
 Fulfil the responsibilities of Treasurer as defined in the 

Qld Synod Treasurers Handbook 
 Receive all moneys on behalf of the Church Council 

and pay them into a bank account of an approved 
financial institution, keep proper books of account and 
furnish financial statements to the Church Council and 
Congregation at the end of each year and at such 
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Keeping the Congregation informed of happenings at Church Council, Church Council Executive & Congregational meetings.  If you would like to find out more about any item, or If you have any issues, concerns or ideas you 
would like brought to the attention of the Church Council please contact the  Council Chairperson  or Council Secretary via email secretary@thegapuca.org.au  

other times as the Church Council or Congregation 
may require (Reg 3.6.1 e) 

 Follow accounting and auditing requirements 
 Note: The Treasurer either performs this work 

themselves or alternatively assists with implementing 
the correct model to support these activities 

 
Worship Mission Team Leader (Approx 10 to 12 hours per 
month) 
 Coordinate & lead the Mission Team so it can best 

achieve its purpose (Enabling our gathered worship to 
be times and places of actively serving, seeking and 
encountering our God) and fulfill its responsibilities. 

 Mentor people to join and support current members of 
the Mission Team 

 Ensure the Mission Team focuses on the oversight, 
governance and missional aspects of programs and 
activities 

 Ensure day to day delivery and operational 
responsibilities sit within the various programs and 
activity leadership or is built into a sustainable and 
ongoing model  

 

 Engage In 
 Tim Wark 
 
 
 Reach Out 
 Dave Lockie 
 
 

 Resource 
 Ross McDonald 
 

 Worship 
 Could you see yourself here? 
  

Supporting Our 

Church 
All that as a congregation we raise, give and contribute is 
ultimately what enables our staff, programs, activities, 
worship and community engagement. For 2020, we have 
budgeted an approx. 5% increase from our existing or new 
attendees.  
At the end of January our financial summary for regular 
giving was: 

If you are new to The Gap Uniting it can be hard to know 
that we do need your financial assistance and support. Our 
congregation has a strong legacy of people generously 
sharing their income to fulfil the calling that has been 
placed on us. 
 
Whether you are looking to change your giving, or to start 
for the first time, there are a number of different ways and 
contact points. If you need more information on how to do 
this, you can grab an ‘Intentional Generosity’ Card from the 
pews or you can contact our Generosity Coordinator (Ross 
Carseldine) or finance@thegapuca.org.au 
 

ONLINE 

ONLINE To give with credit card 
visit: www.thegapuca.org.au/

APP 

Download The Gap 

Uniting App and select 

’Give’ 

ENVELOPE 

To give with cash, 

Cheque or ask for more 

information 

$22,916 $22,192 -$724 

-3.2% 

mailto:finance@thegapuca.org.au.
http://www.thegapuca.org.au/support-us
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5–8 April 2020  
Easter Madness is a life changing camp for high 
schoolers grade 7 – 12 with the opportunity to explore 
deeper in faith along-side friends across Queensland. 
Easter Madness is the only state-wide camp run by The 
Uniting Church in Australia, Queensland Synod. 

It is a one of a kind opportunity to meet new friends from 
all across the state and spend time in community getting 
to know one another and getting to know Jesus. 
Whether you already have a relationship with Jesus or 
you’re new to building a relationship with Jesus, this 
camp is for you. 

 
 
With incredible worship, activities and community 
building, Easter Madness is the perfect way to spend the 
weekend during the holidays. 

 
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=567885&  
 
Cost: $199 Early Bird (limited) Standard/Leader $249 
(incl.cost of event, accom. & all meals)  
Alexandra Park Conference Centre - 13 Mari St, 
Alexandra Headlands. 

 

UnitingWomen 2020 will be a conference shaped and 
informed by Indigenous women’s spirituality, 
a conference that reflects the rich cultural diversity of the 
Uniting Church in Australia, and a conference that 
proactively empowers the next generation of women 
leaders. The theme of UnitingWomen 2020 is Weaving 
Our Stories Together, and storytelling will be right at the 
heart of the community we will create together.  
Where & WhenUnitingWomen will be held at Club 
Tropical Resort from July 9th-12th. Visit our website  

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=567885&
https://uca.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9c47a26cb87652be137ff8ad2&id=8882304e4f&e=ce652f4b3c
https://uca.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9c47a26cb87652be137ff8ad2&id=8882304e4f&e=ce652f4b3c
https://uca.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9c47a26cb87652be137ff8ad2&id=32ff1823bf&e=ce652f4b3c
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https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=550628&  

Alpha Training Night – The Gap 

Date: Thursday 12 March 

Time: 7:00 - 9:00pm 

Venue: The Gap Baptist Church, 1125 
Waterworks Rd The Gap (next to 7 Eleven) 

Host Pastor: Garry Toms  

Mobile: 0427 758 681 

Email: garrytoms@gmail.com 

Small Groups Update 
 
The most significant thing that will launch in the life of our Church in 2020 is Small Groups.  This has been one of 
our main priorities that Church Council has been praying about and working towards implementing for the past two 
years.  Our new and still-forming Engage-In Team will be the one that has this as one of its key responsibilities. 
 
As our church moves forward into the future, Small Groups will be the primary way that we: 
a. Build connections with new people 
b. Care for one another 
c. Grow in our discipleship 
d. Communicate information 
e. See growth in our church 
 
For several months, a Small Group planning team has been meeting together, and putting together a handbook that 
explains the vision and purpose of Small Groups, what they are (and what they are not) and what that looks like for 
us here at The Gap UC.  This also explains the role and expectations of small group facilitators, and the training and 
resources that will be available.   
 
More information be coming soon, and you’ll be hearing a lot more in the coming weeks as we prepare to officially 
launch our Small Groups shortly after Easter.  If you would like to be part of a small group, lead/host a small group, 
or if you are interested in being part of the Small Group team, please contact Jo Lockie (Small Group Coordinator) 
on 0409 343 989 or starbrighter@hotmail.com. 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=550628&
mailto:garrytoms@gmail.com
mailto:starbrighter@hotmail.com


8 

 

 LEAD MINISTER:         YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS PASTOR:         FAMILIES PASTOR: 
Rev Rod Fisher                           Kath Ruhle 
0419 678 619                         0405 755 600 

rfisher@thegapuca.org.au            yayapastor@thegapuca.org.au             kruhle@thegapuca.org.au 

  1050 WATERWORKS RD, THE GAP Q 4061          
  Office@thegapuca.org.au     www.thegapuca.org.au        3300 2712 
 

 
 
 

February 
28-1  Marnane Camp  

March Themed Preaching  
  Who is Jesus ? 
6  World Day of Prayer  
7  AMPLIFY Conference 
10  Church Council Executive  
TBA  Congregational Meeting  - AGM 
28  Autumn Fair 

April 
5  Palm Sunday 
10  Good Friday 
12  Easter Day 
14  Church Council 

May 
12  Church Council Exec 
16/17  Vision Check -In 
TBA  Confirmation Classes begin 
31  Pentecost 

June 
9  Church Council 
21  Baptism/ Confirmation Sunday 
30-3  Day Camp 
 
July     Church Focus - Generosity 
14  Church Council Exec 

 

 

 

 

August    Church Focus - Generosity 
7-9  Church Camp 
TBA  Vision Check-In 
11  Church Council 

September 
8  Church Council Exec 
13  Investment Sunday 
 

October 
10  Garage Sale 
13  Church Council 
23-26 Qld Synod in Session 

November Themed Preaching 
  Life to the Full 
1  Belonging Sunday 
10  Church Council Exec 
TBA  Congregational Meeting 
TBA  Vision Check-In 
29  Advent Sunday 

December  
8  Church Council 
TBA  Christmas Adventure 
21  Service of Solace 
24   Christmas Eve 
25  Christmas Day 

 
* Please note that these dates may change.  Please check with program 
organisers. 

 


