
  

 

Hi Everyone! 
 
My name is Fa Matangi and I am the new YAYA pastor for TGUC. I never 
thought this would happen…but neither did the rest of the free world with 
COVID19’s impacts and affects…to say the least it has been a very 
unconventional way of beginning work at The Gap…but it has made things 
very interesting and has kept me on my toes, learning new things in this new 
space online, even if I have been kicking, screaming and getting dragged over 
the line!!  
A few things about me for those who don’t’ really know me and wonder – who 
is this strange person we see online for Night Church?  
 I live behind the church and if I don’t have to go anywhere after being at 
the church I will drive…yes it looks funny and lazy going out of the driveway of 
Walton Way to just pull into the Church driveway! 
 Chocolate is life. Nothing else needs to be said about this statement! 
 My favourite colour is pink. This always surprises me because I was a massive tomboy and was into blue and 
purple but I don’t know at which moment my favourite colour changed but it is definitely pink. 
 I don’t really have hobbies but I my favourite past times is when I’m doing crossfit/weightlifting (I’m not that 
good but it keeps pushing my body and mind to new limits that I never thought would be capable) and getting lost 
in the world of K-Dramas (Korean Dramas) because this world is just awesome when you need to escape and find 
some ridiculous but sweet storylines! Don’t judge me!! I am also in to K-Pop (Korean pop) but there is a particular 
genre of K-pop I love. Do I understand what they are saying…not really…but does it matter when its got a good beat 
and get’s your body grooving? Not to me   
 My husband and I don’t lead a conventional married life. We have been married for 5 years and have lived apart 
for that time. I live in Australia and he lives in Tonga. You probably have a lot of questions, that’s all good you can 
come and have a chat to me about how weird we are. Is it hard? Absolutely! Do I recommend it? Absolutely not! 
I am 2 Generation Tongan Australian, which means I was born in Australia (Gove, Northern Territory – Right at the 
top) and born to Tongan parents who migrated from their home land to Australia. 
There is so much more things I can put in here but why don’t we have conversations and you can learn more about 
me and I can learn more about you. I look forward to being in ministry with you all at The Gap UC.  
  

Fa Matangi 
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GROW has started pen pals – 35 children and 9 adults are writing to each 
other.  This is a lovely way to connect with each other and also share our 
faith with others. If children want to be involved please email Kath.   

 

Ollie had to draw his favourite day 
of the week for school, he drew 
"family fun days at church" 
attached, think maybe some 
memories of the faith.fun days 
you ran last year still making an 
impression?! Nice to have lovely 
memories to hold onto, thanks :) 

First Steps in Music has been 
running online and there have 
been twenty families joining in 
with the singing and dancing.  It’s 
also been lovely to have Dad’s 
involved because they are 
working from home. 
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Please send Mal an email 

mjc62@live.com 

 

Beans or Ground   

200gm - $13 

500gm - $27 

Beans Only1Kg - $43 

PLAYGROUP ZOOM SESSION 
Playgroup After Bedtime has been 
running Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday evenings, and has become a 
really beautiful space for mums to 
get together and chat, swap coping 
strategies and activities for kids, 
and share their moments both good 
and bad.  
 
Something that has surprised me is 
how some relationships between 
mums who have already been 
playgroup friends for a few years 
are evolving to a whole new level in 
this new medium of connection. On 
this particular evening, it was a very 
small group, but the size of it led to 
some really authentic, honest and 
meaningful sharing that was rather 
special. 
Nel 

Playgroup after Bedtime 

mailto:mjc62@live.com
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Keeping the Congregation informed of happenings at Church Council, Church Council Executive & 
Congregational meetings.  If you would like to find out more about any item, or If you have any issues, 

concerns or ideas you would like brought to the attention of the Church Council please contact the  
Council Chairperson  or Council Secretary via email secretary@thegapuca.org.au  

Key Leadership Positions 
We are privileged to have excellent leadership in our congregation, which has been apparent in these difficult times of 
transition.  Our recent appointment of Fa, as our Youth and Young Adult Pastor has been such a timely blessing to our whole 
church community.  That being said, we still have two key vacancies in key leadership positions, which places enormous 
pressure on our existing leaders. 
 
These are our Treasurer, and Worship Team Leader.  Both are critical roles in the life and leadership of our church, and both 
will be supported by excellent resources and teams of people around them.  We have been encouraging our whole church 
community to be keeping these roles in our prayers, and we are asking you to continue to do so.  In addition, we urge you to 
consider whether God might be prompting you in either of these areas.  Please get in touch if you would like to know more 
about what is involved in either of these roles. 
 
Congregational Meeting Update 
56 people were recorded as attendees at the meeting and there was a good sense of community spirit and a willingness to 
tackle the challenges before us all. The meeting passed the recommendation on the approach to Congregational Decision 
Making in the time of COVID as well as approving the minutes from the previous meeting and our 2019 annual report.  A 
further update was recorded electronically and is still available to anyone wishing to view it.   
 
In particular, it was noted that TGUC has applied for the government JobKeeper funding to assist with financially resourcing 
our staff and, based on the fact that this is likely,  there was no need to progress a decision around the financial 
recommendations.  Further to this, we wanted you to know that we have received the JobKeeper funding for April, which is 
great news for us moving forward in ensuring we can continue to resource our key mission and staffing areas. 
Whilst we are grateful for the opportunity to connect, share and discern collectively and appreciate those who enabled this to 
happen, we definitely look forward to a time when we can all join together in person once more. 

Moving Forward 
As you are probably aware, our national and state leaders have outlined a ‘roadmap’ to various stages of moving towards re-
opening various aspects of our society and community services together.  While this is encouraging for all of us, please do 
not assume that things will be ‘back to normal’ anytime soon.  Our Church Leaders have continued to meet together online, 
and are keeping up-to-date with all essential information from both the government and our Synod.  We are putting plans in 
place to provide a ‘roadmap’ for various stages of moving towards re-opening various aspects of our church as well, but that 
is still some way off.  We will continue to keep you updated on how this will affect us, from both a government and Synod 
perspective, and what that means for programs, groups and activities.  In the meantime, we urge you to avoid coming to the 
church property unless you are required to do so.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the office. 
 
We thank you for your patience and support during these unique and challenging times. 
We pray that every one of us may have the opportunity to hear the Spirit speaking to us in new ways, and look ahead with 
anticipation and hope to where God will be leading us next. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Rod 
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Sharing Your Church Online 

 

REGISTRATIONS FOR DAY CAMP @ HOME IS OPEN!!!!   

Day Camp will be moving into an @Home & online format. Each participating family will be provided with a Day Camp at Home pack 

that will contain materials and instructions for activities to complete at home during the 4 days.  This materials will be self-directed, as 

much as possible.  There will also be an optional online assembly each morning and an optional online catch-up session in the 

afternoon.  We’re offering these online sessions to provide participants with the opportunity to connect & share with leaders and other 

campers during this time.   

The directors are working hard to see how this can not only work but be beneficial for families during COVID19. We hear from families 

that having their children sit in front of screens for school can be tiring and are wanting them to take a break from screens during 

holidays. That’s why we’re making packs with a number of activities to engage children around the Day Camp theme.  If have 

any ideas  or questions please let our Coordinator Jill Ross know intergen@mrpres.org.au   

We love our Fusion team and it’s  sad that we can’t have our fusion team developing their leadership skills this year through the whole 
of day camp. However, we are wanting to still make leadership development happen so we are looking at ways of how this can be done, 

even just for a couple of hours, on one day.   Friends, we know that we will face the same challenge of balance with screens, so if you 
have any ideas please contact the Coordinator.   

Day Camp can’t happen without the support of our awesome leaders who volunteer their week of holidays to be with a group of 

awesome kids! Moving to our @Home format, it will be tricky as there won’t be the conventional day camp grouping – however here is a 

Leader SURVEY to complete if you can help because Day Camp still needs your help!  

Head to www.moretonriverspresbytery.org.au/camps to register now!! 

mailto:intergen@mrpres.org.au
https://forms.gle/WXSNAEwBfTamASUBA
http://www.moretonriverspresbytery.org.au/camps
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LEAD MINISTER:         YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS PASTOR:         FAMILIES PASTOR: 

Rev Rod Fisher            Rev Fa Matangi           Kath Ruhle 
0419 678 619          0401 611 273            0405 755 600 

rfisher@thegapuca.org.au            yayapastor@thegapuca.org.au             kruhle@thegapuca.org.au 

  1050 WATERWORKS RD, THE GAP Q 4061          

 
 
 
 

May 
31  Pentecost  Online 

June 
9  Church Council 
30-3  Day Camp  Online 
 
July     Church Focus - Generosity 
14  Church Council Exec 

 

August    Church Focus - Generosity 
7-9  Church Camp  Postponed 
11  Church Council 

 

All future dates to be confirmed 

September 
8  Church Council Exec 
13  Investment Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
October 
10  Garage Sale 
13  Church Council 
23-26 Qld Synod in Session 

November Themed Preaching 
  Life to the Full 
1  Belonging Sunday 
10  Church Council Exec 
TBA  Congregational Meeting 
TBA  Vision Check-In 
29  Advent Sunday 

December  
8  Church Council 
TBA  Christmas Adventure 
21  Service of Solace 
24   Christmas Eve 
25  Christmas Day 

 
* Please note that these dates may change.  Please check with program 
organisers. 

 


