
Worship Services 
 

Sunday Mornings at 8.30am  
Our weekly Sunday 8.30am service has an inter-generational focus.   
There is a special time for Children including our "Grow" Sunday School 
classes.  At “Grow” we use a variety of engaging approaches to ensure 
these lessons are memorable and our young ones have a lot of fun with 
their teachers.  We recognise that we all learn differently and so use a 
variety of formats that appeal to all - from hands on, practical electives, to 
sharing life approaches at a ‘hot chocolate cafe’ as well as getting out and 
about in God’s world. 
Communion is held once a month on the first Sunday. 
We encourage you to stay and share a cuppa with friends after the service. 
 

Sunday Night Church at 6pm 
Open to all, this service is a new generation of church for youth and young 
adults.  Night Church is a welcoming, safe, open environment that feels 
fresh and interactive.  A typical service starts at 6pm, ends by 7pm and 
contains a mixture of music, hospitality, prayer, faith input and interaction. 
For more information, visit www.thegapnc.com. 

Welcome to The Gap Uniting Church!   
 

This booklet contains an overview of the worship services and activities 
that are part of the life of our church. 
 

For more information we encourage you to talk to Rev. Rod Fisher.  All 
our contact details are listed overleaf.  Alternatively, visit our website:  
www.thegapuca.org.au. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The information contained in this booklet reflects our normal operating methods. 

As a result of COVID-19, the manner in which we run our activities and 
programs has been affected (for example, online worship services and 
some programs being run via the Zoom application.) 
As restrictions are lifted or reimposed, the way in which we gather or 
worship together may continue to vary.  As such, for the latest information 
on an event, activity or program, please refer to our website or contact the 
group leaders listed in this booklet for further details. 

http://www.thegapnc.com/
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Church Office: 
Our Church office is open from  9am to 12 noon, Monday to Friday  Phone: 3300 2712  
Mailing Address: 1050 Waterworks Road, The Gap, Qld 4061 
Email:  office@thegapuca.org.au   Web site:  www.thegapuca.org.au 
 

At a Glance: 
Baptisms Church Office 3300 2712 
Bible Study & Small Groups Jo Lockie smallgroups@thegapuca.org.au 
Craft Activities Janice Harris 3300 6293 
Fitness Sally Algate 3300 5680 
Kids Activities Kath Ruhle  0405 755 600 
Library Karen Boyd 3300 4280 
Men’s Group Brian Edwards 3300 3527 
Playgroups Nel Fulloon 0403 779 953 
Potting Group Jim Crellin 3851 0725 
Prayer Chain Jean Knaggs  (prayer@thegapuca.org.au) 041 551 7739 
Seniors  Desleigh Byrne 3300 9027 
Sunday School (GROW) Kath Ruhle  0405 755 600 
Weddings Church Office 3300 2712 
Women’s Groups Jenna Edwinsmith 3300 2991 
Youth Ministry Rev. Fa Matangi 0401 611 273 

We are so glad that you have chosen to join us today.  Church is not a building but God’s 
family and so we welcome you to our family! 
Contact names and numbers for the various groups are given, but you are welcome to 
talk to either of us at anytime!    
Grace & Peace, Rod, Kath & Fa 

To Contact Us: 

Welcome from our Ministry Team 

Youth & Young Adults Pastor 
Rev. Fa Matangi 

0401 611 273 

Minister of the Word 
Rev. Rod Fisher 

0419 678 619 

Families Pastor 
Pastor Kath Ruhle 

0405 755 600 



Regular Activities: FOR EVERYONE 

INTERGENERATIONAL WORSHIP 
On the first Sunday of the month our 
congregation shares in Holy Communion.  
We take the opportunity to worship 
together with the children remaining in 
worship for the entire time and the theme 
is explored in a number of ways which can 
include puppetry, drama, craft, music & 
more. 

THEMED PREACHING & TEACHING 
Throughout the year we explore various 
themes within regular worship & linked 
discussion opportunities, contemplating 
different aspects of the theme over a few 
weeks. Topics this year are Who is Jesus? 
and Life to the Full. 

LIBRARY 
A Christian resource & reading collection 
comprising fiction & non-fiction books for 
adults, teenagers & children.  DVDs & CDs 
are also available. 
Karen Boyd  3300 4280 

CIRCLES OF CARE 
“Circles of Care” is one of the main ways 
we, as a community in Christ, offer pastoral 
care & support to others.  It is about 
coming together as smaller groups, 
following Jesus’ example to care for one 
another and allowing us to also be open to 
receiving care ourselves. Care groups meet 
by mutual agreement at venues that suit 
the group members best. One circle may 
decide to meet in a cafe, another at a park. 
Please ask about which Circle may suit you 
best, to grow in your faith, receive care and 
make connections.  

POTTING GROUP 
The group meets every Tuesday, from 9am 
to 12 noon, between September & April in 
preparation for the Autumn Fair Plant Stall. 
Anyone who likes green things is very 
welcome, no plant knowledge required!  
Jim Crellin 3851 0725  
 
 

GROW SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Our Sunday School caters for children from 
age 3 through to the end of High School 
and beyond.  Children are taught on the life 
and example of Jesus Christ.  
During term time, we offer classes during 
our morning worship service.  Our little 
ones have a space just for them – 3, 4, 5 
year olds – where they learn through 
stories, songs and play.  For our older 
children, Grow teaching takes place in 
rotations which include story, craft, game & 
reflection and these rotations are often 
tailored for age appropriateness.  
Kath Ruhle kruhle@thegapuca.org.au 

FIRST STEPS IN MUSIC 
Early childhood music classes for children 
aged 6 months to 5 years.   
The classes are fun, interactive, 
educational and always full of a variety of 
musical experiences.   Various class times 
on Mondays, Thursdays & Fridays.  
Katherine Ruhle kruhle@thegapuca.org.au 

The following groups or activities occur fairly often - either weekly, fortnightly or monthly. 
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PLAYGROUPS 
Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & 
Friday morning at 9:30 am we host a 
playgroup.  It is a social time for parents or 
grandparents & young children in a relaxed, 
child-friendly environment. 
Nel Fulloon 0403 779 953 

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE  
This group is for high school students in 
years 7, 8, 9 & 10 and provides opportunity 
for social interaction for young people both 
from the church family & wider community.  
Friday Night Live meets most Fridays, from 
7pm - 9pm, although not the first Friday of 
term.  Activities include beach volleyball, 
various games, and theme nights, with a 
devotional component.  The group also 
gets involved in mission activities (e.g. 
Winter Sleep-out) in order to raise the 
awareness of social justice issues. 
Nadia Russell 0400 205 620  

KIDS FACTOR 
This social outreach group is provided for 
children in Primary School in years 4, 5 & 6. 
This group is often event-based with a 
variety of exciting events planned 
throughout the year.  Times for these will 
vary depending on the activity.  Activities 

include cooking, craft, games, dinner and a 
devotional component. 
Emma Holmes 0478 020 021  

CHURCH AND RECREATION 
For those in year 11, 12 & post high school. 
Held during school term on Friday nights 
7pm - 9.30pm at Moreton Rivers Presbytery 
Office at Ashgrove.  Church and Rec is a 
place where young people can come and 
know that they are accepted for who they 
are. There are no set programs, just a pool 
table, table tennis table, X-box, flat screen 
TV and a whole lot of couches to sit around 
and chat. Cost is $5 which includes dinner. 
Connor Prince 0481 968 255 

YOUNG ADULTS 
Opportunity for an informal get together 
with other young adults following Night 
Church on Sundays.  Currently, a Young 
Adult small group meets fortnightly on a 
Tuesday night at Arana Hills Uniting Church. 
Rev. Fa Matangi  0401 611 273  

BIBLE STUDY & SMALL GROUPS 
Meet at various times and at various 
locations each week. Groups are available 
that are suited to all ages. 
Jo Lockie smallgroups@thegapuca.org.au 
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Regular Activities:  
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FIT AFTER FIFTY 
Fit after Fifty is a fitness program designed 
for those over 50 years.  The classes 
provide a balance of cardio training & 
strength training. For class times visit our 
website www.thegapuca.org.au, or contact 
Sally Algate 3300 5680. 

DAY FELLOWSHIP 
Meets at 10am on the third Thursday of the 
month. For persons of all ages. The aim of 
the Group is to provide fellowship & to 
represent our local Church in the Auxiliaries 
of the wider Church Mission. 
Janice Harris 3300 6293 

SENIOR FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
Meets from 10.00am to 12.00 noon on the 
second Monday of each month. 
The aim of the group is to provide 
fellowship with people of similar age and to 
supply love and care in their homes and at 
meetings. Activities include bus trips, 
crafts, guest speakers, & celebration days. 
Desleigh Byrne 3300 9027  

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS 
Meet once a month in the homes of members. 
For singles or couples of adult age. The aim is 
to provide a supportive social group for 
members and to welcome and involve 
newcomers. Activities include tennis, bowling, 
BBQ’s outings, dinners, film nights & concerts.  
Anne Carseldine 3300 5776 

MEN’S GROUP 
Meets monthly for various activities, 
excursions & discussions. For Men of all 
ages, although activities are during the day 
and ideally suit retired men.  
Brian Edwards 3300 3527 

GAP UNITING CHURCH CRAFT 
EXPERIENCE (GUCCE) 
Wednesday mornings, during term time, 
members do their own craft projects or 
learn new ones - card making, scrap 
booking, embroidery & more.  Fantastic 
child-minding provided.   
Janice Harris 3300 6293 

A NOUWEN  NETWORK  - THE GAP 
A support group for people affected by 
Mental Health Issues and their families. 
Meeting regularly in a relaxed social 
environment for coffee or lunch. 
Margaret Shield 3300 3476 
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Regular Activities: FOR ADULTS 



Annual Activities: 

BUSH CAMP  
Bush camping opportunity at the Marnane 
family property at Noosa North Shore.  
Bush walking, beach walks, fishing, 
enjoying the peace and quiet. Usually held 
February/March over a weekend. 
Cynthia & Paul Marnane 3366 3708 

GARAGE SALE 
Annual opportunity to clean out cupboards 
and recycle unwanted goods and chattels 
whilst raising funds. 
Paul Marnane 0410 566 041 

AUTUMN FAIR 
This is an annual fundraising and community 
event. It has a strong family focus with 
activities for children and is well known for 
the Book, Plants, Food and Gift stalls. 
Paul Marnane 0410 566  041 

DAY CAMP 
An exciting day program, for primary aged 
children, of discovery and adventure spent 
in the wonderland of nature. Craft, cooking 
and adventure based activities. Our young 
ones return home every afternoon. The 
camp is usually run in the June/July 
holidays. As part of Day Camp, a leadership 
training opportunity called “Fusion” is 
available for those in years 7 and 8. 
Kath Ruhle 0405 755 600 

SEPTEMBER CAMP 
A camp for High School young people 
which provides the opportunity to spend 
time with other amazing people and to get 
to know a bit more about God.   The camp 
runs for 5 days and usually occurs in the 
first week of the September holidays.  
Rev. Fa Matangi 0401 611 273 

CHURCH FAMILY CAMP 
A weekend away with the church family to 
provide time to build relationships across 
all generations.  We aim to hold a whole 
church family camp every two years.  The 
next one is scheduled to take place in 2020. 
Anne Carseldine 3300 5776  

WHOLE CHURCH PICNIC 
An opportunity for fun & fellowship with our 
church family. A time to share a meal, 
games and conversation.  
Jo Lockie  smallgroups@thegapuca.org.au 

BRIDGE THE GAP TREK 
Linking a group from our congregation with 
an international project run in partnership 
with UnitingWorld, the trek incorporates 
fundraising and exposure visits.  
John Ruhle 0401 886 271  
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How We Work: 
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The Gap congregation organisational structure includes Church Council and Mission 
Teams.  Each member of Church Council is involved in one of the Mission Teams. 

Key leaders of Church Council are as follows: 

Chairperson Scott McDonald 0419 927 988 
Secretary Jean Knaggs secretary@thegapuca.org.au  
Treasurer Position Vacant  

 

Our Mission Team Leaders are: 

Engage In Tim Wark 0431 274 000
Reach Out David Lockie 0412 883 762 
Resource Ross McDonald 0418 369 701 
Worship Position Vacant 

Funding our Mission: 



The Gap Uniting Church 
 

1050 Waterworks Road, The Gap Qld. 4061 
Church Office:  9 am to 12 noon, Monday to Friday  
Phone: 3300 2712       Email:  office@thegapuca.org.au 

Web site:  www.thegapuca.org.au 

A Brief History 

The land on which our church is built is Turrbal Country, the original inhabitants of 
Brisbane (Meeaan-Jin).  The road on which our church is located, Waterworks Road, was 
built on a Turrbal   pathway that led to Mount Coot-tha – a place of the honey-bee 
Dreaming.   

The members of The Gap Uniting Church endeavour to recognize the traditional custodians 
of the land on which this church is built. 

The Gap Uniting Church came into being on the 22nd of June 1977 with the nation-wide 
union of the Congregational, Methodist, and Presbyterian churches. Its history in The Gap, 
however, goes back more than a century.  The early development of this congregation 
commenced at two different sites in The Gap.  The Methodist Church, opened on this site 
in 1873 and the Presbyterian Church, commenced at Ullin St in 1960 and then moved to 
1195 Waterworks Road in 1972.   

When the decision was taken to form the Cooperative Parish, new arrangements were 
made for gradual integration of worship, youth groups and finally property.  The 
Presbyterians sold their property and with the funds erected the double storey youth 
building now known as The John Knox Youth Centre.  In combining together as a 
cooperative Parish in 1976 on this site, prior to the formation of The Uniting Church in 
Australia, these two histories have now been linked and are integral parts of what we now 
know as The Gap Uniting Church.  

On the 15th September, 2001 the existing Worship Centre was opened. 


