Greetings to the community of The Gap Uniting Church, and welcome to our second edition of our
Newsletter for 2021!

Inside this edition, you will find information and updates from the past few months, as well as
previewing the main things ahead of us in the second half of 2021. These include: Church Office and
COVID, Property and Events, Worship Team, Church Council, Playgroup, Small Groups, Alpha, and
our long awaited 2021 Church Camp.
Our theme this year is Firm Foundations, exploring in more detail the
essential ingredients of what it means for us to be growing life-long
disciples of Christ here at The Gap Uniting Church. At the time of writing this,
we are nearing the end of our first major series of Engaging & Applying
Scripture. It has been a privilege and pleasure to see so many more
people growing in their understanding of how to approach, read, and apply
the Bible in their daily lives.
Some of the highlights for me from these past couple of months include:
 More Small Groups forming, and the stories coming from them.
 Seeing more people returning to our worship services in person, and seeing people engaging
with one another about the Bible during worship and in MegaGrow.
 Our Combined Gap Churches Pentecost Service on May 23 – the first time for several years that
ALL our local church leaders and churches gathered for worship in one place. I look forward to
seeing what happens next as we work together more.
 Our Making Sense of Scripture Short Course. A special thanks to Dr Paul Jones for helping
Scripture ‘come to life’ as the Living Word for people in new and exciting ways.
 Seeing our young people becoming more involved in our local and wider church.
Term 3 will be an important and special time for us as a church community. Our series and focus for
July-September is Knowing & Showing Faith – the second row in our wall – another one of our Firm
Foundations we are building in 2021. There are many things happening to support this theme,
most of which you can read about inside this Newsletter:
 Our Church Council Retreat on 17-18 July. Please keep our leaders in your prayers.
 Alpha – our main special event for this Term – kicks off in late July.
 Our 2021 Church Camp (27-29 August) – a great opportunity for us to grow more authentic and
meaningful connections together.
In September, we will be celebrating 20 years since the opening of our Auditorium in which we
gather for worship! Throughout Term 3, we will be sharing stories of how we have been Knowing &
Showing Faith in this place since 2001, and what that might look like into the future.
Investment Sunday on 12th September will be an opportunity for us to reflect on the things that God
has done in our church over the last 20 years and look at ways in which we are able to make an
investment in the next 20 years.
Finally, a request for prayer and action. Our Engage-In Team is responsible for how we look after the
discipleship and pastoral care of our congregation. We are needing more people to be part of this
team as soon as possible, including a new Team Leader, as we seek to implement this team’s major
focus for 2021 – our new model for pastoral care. Please keep this team in your prayers, and
prayerfully consider whether God may be calling you to be part of this team in some way.
I look forward to the full and exciting season coming up in the life our church.
Grace & Peace,
Rev. Rod Fisher

Worship Mission Team
Greetings from the Worship Team.
The role of our Worship Mission Team is to
provide leadership and coordination of how
we plan, resource, and lead our services of
worship, whether in the morning or night, in
person or on-line and to ensure that they are
engaging opportunities for people to
encounter God.



Some of our challenges and priorities in
seeking to enhance our worship include:












We
are
one
Uniting
Church
Congregation at The Gap although we
have three worshipping communities.
Building and enhancing the connections
across our Church is a key focus – over
the last 3 months this is particularly a
focus of connecting our Morning and
Night Worshipping communities.
Ensuring
that
we
have
an
intergenerational focus in our worship
(and across all our Church community),
where people of all ages and stages of
life have opportunities to encounter
God’s spirit together – whether young
or old and everywhere in between.
Being intentional about being a
welcoming and supportive Church
community – that notices new people
and seeks to invite family and friends to
The Gap Church – and that when they
come, they feel God’s presence and a
spirit of warmth and hospitality.
Ensuring that we have sustainable
leadership and teams to resource and
sustain our worship services. This is a
particular focus for Night Church and
Online Worship. Because of all the extra
roles required in a COVID environment
(Connect, Tech team and On-line) this
remains a significant challenge.
How we seek to achieve and balance all
of these in the context of a COVID
environment whilst complying with the
‘Industry Plan for Places of Worship’ is
and will continue to be a challenge for
our whole community. As I write this, I
have been listening to the unfolding





situation of a COVID outbreak in
Victoria – we pray for the people of
Victoria
living
through
another
lockdown but also recognise this could
happen (and has happened) in any of
our cities in Australia.
Thanks to the many people who
provide
comments,
ideas
and
suggestions to me, our ministry team,
and members of the Worship Team
about our worship services – hopefully,
you have seen that we are seeking to
include as many as possible of these
suggestions in the COVID context.
We have returned to live music at Night
Church and will also see live music
returning to Morning Worship (in a
progressive way) from 6 June.
Morning Worship is also returning to
providing Morning Teas after the
service which are being welcomed by
our membership. Many of our
members are also meeting after
Worship in parks or cafes for
fellowship.
I have been truly encouraged by
attending Night Church recently on two
occasions. Hearing the thoughts and
hopes of the young people engaging in
worship, discussion and prayer was lifegiving – give it a go – I am sure you too
will be encouraged.

Our Morning Worship and Night Church
Planning Teams are those who organise and
coordinate what happens across services
each Sunday. I am extremely grateful for the
passion and commitment that is freely given
by the many people involved in these teams.
If you are interested in finding out more
about how our planning teams operate,
please get in touch.

Tech Team - Opportunities to Serve

We have held a couple of Tech Information
Sessions over the past month, and are
looking for people who are willing and able
to serve in some new (and existing) ways to
help with resourcing our gathering worship
together, whether in-person or online.
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Registering for Attending Worship

Much of the new kinds of technology we’ve
needed to introduce over the past year are
not difficult to understand with some basic
training, but we do require more people in
order to ensure that we are able to be
effective and sustainable in resourcing our
times of worship together.

One of the many new things that we have
been doing since we re-commenced our live
worship in August 2020 has been registering
to attend. The main reason for doing this
was to ensure that we would avoid any
situations where we might have to turn
people away on a Sunday if we were already
at capacity. Thankfully, there have only
been a few occasions when this has ever
been an issue. While this has been quite a
simple process for most people, we are
aware that it has also been confusing or a
source of worry for others. A huge thank
you to all of you who have been doing this
faithfully each week. It’s time for a change.

If you, or someone you know, has the time
or talent in this area, and could be
interested in finding out some more about
serving in any of the following ways, we’d
love to hear from you:




Operating a video camera
Operating the lighting desk
Operating the sound desk
Operating the computer
Mixing sound for live-stream
Operating the video-switcher
Hosting our online platform
Setting up our online service

Since the beginning of 2021, we have had a

few changes to how we are sending weekly
updates to the congregation, as well as

processes with our Connect Crew for

checking people in on a Sunday. We will no

longer be sending any separate emails with
an invitation to RSVP for worship. There is
Contact Lex Price or Geoff Batkin if you’d like no requirement that you need to register to
to know more.
attend worship. Just come. We would love
Playgroup after Bedtime
to have you back in worship in person and
make that as simple for everyone as
Night Church
possible. The only thing that would be
Night Church has been inching its way into keeping us from being able to attend each
the church and we have made that
transition in March. It has been a great way week are health guidelines and updates
to be church in the car park and in the foyer. from the government, particularly around
We also celebrate being able to hear live hotspots, etc.
music together two times a month. We give
thanks to our NC Planning team who have You do not need to register to attend
been many roles throughout COVID to Sunday worship. The only exception to this
ensure that NC continues and is still in will be for advertised special events where
essence NC. We are also grateful for our NC numbers are limited, and people will need to
Teams starting back up and the volunteers complete a form ahead of time. If our
who have put up their hands to give of their numbers begin to approach capacity again,
time this way.
then we will have a different and simple way
to register ahead of time, one that we will be
This year as we look at what ‘normal’ looks happy to show everyone how to use. In the
like for NC we with the whole church are meantime, we look forward to seeing as
focusing on our firm foundations of many people as possible joining us for our
scripture, faith and being the church. We
continue growing in our discipleship through gathered worship on Sundays.
S.O.A.P and having community time by going
out as a NC into the community doing We look forward to sharing this time of
simple things like picking up rubbish and encountering and being transformed by God
then building up to doing Random Acts of as a Pilgrim People On the Way – within our
Kindness. Our Lenten studies 40Acts has Church community at The Gap.
challenged us to be Jesus’ hands and feet in
our local community and beyond.
Geoff Batkin
We continue to encourage and invite you all Worship Team Leader
to come along to a NC service, meet the 0407 944 138
people who attend the service even if it is
once a year or be adventurous and come geoffrbatkin@gmail.com
twice a year!
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Reconciliation/Anzac Day prayer
Below is a copy of the prayer prepared by Cynthia Marnane for Sunday 25 April
God, you are an awesome God. You are constantly seeking to reconcile with us, constantly
making the first, and second, and third move towards us. Thanks for that example. Because
our world is in need of reconciliation.
Reconciliation between First Nations people and colonisers - here in Australia and in many
other places too. Lord, move in the people, help us to value each other, to listen and to hear,
and to move toward each other, and then to move forward together.
On this Anzac Day, we think of wars past and present, of lives lost and lives damaged, of
bodies and minds forever changed, of families grieving and families struggling. Lord, when
will we learn the way of peace, of grace, of reconciliation? So, Lord, may those affected by
war, by service to their country, find peace in themselves, in their families, in their carers, in
their countries. May hurts and wounds be healed, and disabilities accommodated.
And we think, Lord, of ourselves, and how we hold on to our hurt, to our anger, to our pride,
to our sense of justice, to our bitterness, to our childish “he started it!”. Help us to move
beyond that, to make the first move, or the second, or the third, or however many are
needed to effect reconciliation. Help us to forgive, as you forgave. To reach out to those who
hurt us, annoy us, frustrate us, malign us, with grace and peace.
Lord, we want to be your people, following your way and doing your will. Help us to call on
your strength, your patience, you love, your grace as we live our lives, and may our lives and
our prayers be one. Amen.

We are excited to announce,
that we will be having Day
Camp 2021 in person! We are heading back to Triple
C Campsite! For those in grades 1-6
Registrations are open for campers and leaders!
www.moretonriverspresbytery.org.au/day-camp/
4
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Keeping the Congregation informed of happenings at Church Council, Church Co
any issues, concerns or ideas you would like brought to the attention of the Chur
secretary@thegapuca.org.au

April 2021 to May 2021
Highlights from Church Council and Council Executive


Tim Wark finished as leader of the Engage-In Mission Team and as a Church Council
Member in April 2021. We thank Tim for his involvement and leadership in these areas
particularly with the commencement of the Engage-In Team across 2020 and the work
to support Small Groups.



Tammy Tolman visited with Church Council Executive and other congregational
members and leaders on 11 May 2021. Tammy is the Lead Pastor of a Church in
Wollongong NSW and she is currently completing research and study around what is
means to be an intergenerational Church. It was great to add our stories to her work
and to truly consider what it means to be an intergenerational Church – not just having
equal representation of items for different age groups within worship, but a community
that truly knows where God is calling and invites all ages and stages to worship, witness
and serve together to meet that call.



We continue to monitor the COVID implications for our ministries and events. If you
have an event or activity coming, please remember that there can be considerable time
and effort needed to prepare and review. This impacts the Church Office and other
leaders who need to review and address plans and can often take 2-4 weeks to get
right.

Highlights from Our Ministry & Mission Teams


Engage-In
Our first short-course for the year is finishing up.
We are in the final steps of planning for Alpha and Church Camp in 2021.
Further information about these events are in this newsletter.



Reach-Out
Very excited to have Fit After Fifty and GUCCE running again – a massive
thanks to all in those teams to help get these going again.



Resource
Our first fundraising event was a great success raising over $10,000! Even
more importantly, it was a fantastic community time of sharing together. If
you have been feeling isolated or wanting to rebuild connection within our
congregation these are one way to do that with others across our Church.
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ouncil Executive & Congregational meetings. If you would like to find out more about any item, or If you have
rch Council please contact the Council Chairperson or Council Secretary via email

Our second fundraising event has been set for Saturday October 9th from
8am to 3pm and will be a Garage Sale + Toy Fair. Please set aside this date in
your calendar if you are able to assist. There will be some setup and
preparation occurring in the two weeks prior to the event as well.


Worship
Working to rebuild our serving teams, leaders and helpers. This includes
some changes to roles and our structure to accommodate the live-streaming
space and Morning Tea has recommenced.
We know there have been a few technical issues in the past 2 months and
are working to reduce the frequency of these where we can. The services will
always be made available if possible later in the week. We would always
invite you to come and join us in person!

Supporting Our Church
All that we collectively give and contribute is what allows us to deliver the mission that Christ
has called us to in the forms of our programs, activities, worship and community
engagement.
With interrupted worship patterns and changes to giving methods, we are falling behind
where we expected to be for 2021. We thank all those who have been able to maintain or
increase their support during this time and completely understand the need to review giving
in light of current circumstances.
At the end of May 2021, our financial summary for regular giving was:

YTD May 2021
Giving Budget

YTD May 2021
Giving Actual

Difference

$112,952

$104,862

-8,090 (-7.2%)

We ask that if you give on an ad hoc basis (either via cash/envelope offering or if you
transfer funds electronically yourself) you check that your actual giving has matched what
you intend to give. Feedback from some members have indicated given the lack of
regularity, it has been easy to miss and forget. In situations where your giving does need to
change, we appreciate you letting us know so that this can be factored into our budget and
expenditure planning.
If you are looking to change your giving or start for the first time, there are a number of
different options. Should you need more information, you can grab an ‘Intentional
Generosity’ Card from the Connect Crew or you can contact our Generosity Coordinator
(Sally Algate).

WAYS TO
GIVE

ONLINE
To give with credit card visit:
www.thegapuca.org.au/support-us

APP

ENVELOPE

Download The Gap Uniting App and select
‘Give’

To give with cash, cheque or ask for more
information
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Playgroup
The Gap Uniting Playgroup is a special place where children play and
explore, parents relax and form friendships, grandparents enjoy
wonderful time with their grandchildren, and leaders/helpers are
uplifted by their interactions with the young children and the parents.
This year, playgroup has been running on a Tuesday and Thursday
morning. We’ve had lots of fun making dinosaur footprints, playing
with hula hoops, making boats (thanks Alan), splashing in our outdoor
water play area, and exploring messy play (ask Glenda about this!).
If you, or someone you know, would be interested in coming along
please
email
our
Playgroup
coordinator,
Cassie
Kaplan:
playgroup@thegapuca.org.au The Playgroup community would love to
have you along!
We’ve got a fantastic team of Church and community volunteers –
Cassie, Verena, Glenda, Sara, Jean, Karyn, Liz, Tracey, Barb, Lyn,
Suzanne, Alan – who help run the mornings, and help with craft,
cleaning and construction.
If you’d like to join our Playgroup support team (helper, craft, cleaning,
morning tea) please have a chat with our Families’ Pastor:
kruhle@thegapuca.org.au

Dear TCF Supporter,
The Timor Children’s Foundation is delighted to bring you the 2021 Autumn newsletter. At
this link https://www.timorchildren.com/news-1 you will read updates on our projects and
Groodles Australia, our celebration of the Anglican Church Grammar School pledging their
ongoing support, as well as information about our Annual Fundraising Luncheon. This year
it will be held on Sat 21 August from 12noon at The Gap Uniting Church.
We are also raising awareness and funds after Timor experienced a devastating flood over
the Easter weekend. Please see our website for more information and how to donate
online. https://www.timorchildren.com/floodappeal
At this time when we are bombarded by information and appeals, we appreciate that you
are interested to keep up to date with our work. Thank you for your support.
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CHURCH CAMP 2021
Our Church Camp was postponed in 2020 due to COVID, and we are really looking forward
to the opportunity to be able to do this again for the first time since 2018. The information
below provides a summary of what you need to know and do for camp this year.
THEME
The theme for our Church Camp this year is “Life and Faith Together” – celebrating what it
means to be able to share our life and our faith with and in a supportive and loving
community. Our focus and aim for the camp will be on building and growing connections
with one another with a simple but engaging program – one that includes games, stories,
activities, craft, singing, devotions, sharing time with, and learning from, people of all ages.

LOCATION AND TIMING
Our Church Camp is being held from Friday 27th to Sunday 29th August at QCCC
Tamborine which is at 255 Beacon Rd, North Tamborine QLD 4272. You can fi nd out
more about the campsite itself on this link to their website. We will be using Area 2 on the
Camp Map.
Accommodation will be in ensuited cabins with 3-8 beds in each. Room
allocations will be organised in line with the Industry Plan and Covid-Safe Plan from QCCC.
Any special preferences for accommodation can be included on your registration form.
The Camp program will commence at 7.30pm Friday, and finish after lunch on Sunday. All
meals will be provided and served by the QCCC Camp Catering (except Friday night). If you
require transport, or if you can provide transport for others, you can also indicate this on your
registration form.
CAMP COSTS
There is no set fee for the camp this year, though our suggested costs are below:
 Adults
$150
 Pensioners/Students $120
 Children (12+)
$ 80
 Children (under 12) $ 60
You are encouraged to pay what you are able to pay. We do not want cost to be something
that prevents people from being able to come along. If you are in a position to be able to
support others attending, then we certainly encourage you to do so. Once again, you are
able to nominate how much you will be paying on your registration form.
We are limited to a maximum of 75 people this year, so get in quick.
A more detailed program will be sent when registrations have been received.
Click HERE to register now for our 2021 Church Camp.
Finally, if you are interested in being part of the team that is helping to put together our
program for Church Camp this year, please let Rev. Rod know.
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One of the main special events happening as part of our Knowing and Showing Faith series
in Term 3 this year is Alpha – a simple and powerful opportunity to invite your friends or
your family to come along and explore conversations about life and faith together in a
relaxed and safe environment.

If you’ve never heard of Alpha before, you can find a good summary on the Alpha website by
clicking HERE, or you can watch a promotional video by clicking HERE.
Running Alpha is something we have been planning in cooperation with the other churches
in The Gap, and we look forward to being able to journey together in leading people to
Christ and growing people as disciples through this wonderful program.
TOPICS
The topics covered in Alpha include: Is there more to life than this? Who is Jesus? Why did
Jesus die? How can I have faith? Why and how should I pray? Why and how do I read the
Bible? Who is the Holy Spirit? Why and how should I tell others? … and more!
TIMING
We are planning to hold Alpha weekly on Thursday nights commencing 22nd July and
concluding on 16th September. There is also one Saturday on 4th September, which is a
special and central part of the program.
FORMAT
Alpha in run in small groups gathered over a meal and around tables. We plan to do this
with as many people as possible in our auditorium. Participants will watch a video
presentation together and spend time in conversations around tables, aided by their table
facilitators. It is possible for Small Groups to run Alpha on other nights if needed.

COSTS
There will be some costs involved to cover meals and materials for the program and this will
be included in a registration form which will be available in early July.
Please start thinking about who you will tell about Alpha, and who you will invite.
If you would like to be involved in helping with Alpha in any way, including with hospitality,
tech support, being a table facilitator/helper, or with advertising, we’d love to hear from you.
Contact Rev. Rod on rfisher@thegapuca.org.au or 0419 678 619.

School Chaplaincy
School Chaplains make a huge difference in our school communities as they
support children, parents and teachers. Click HERE to view the ‘2021
Snapshot’ – all the latest statistics about Chaplains in Queensland schools.
Our Local Chaplaincy Cluster supports chaplains in The Gap SS, Hilder Road
SS, Payne Road SS, Mt Nebo SS, and The Gap SHS.
Each year our Combined Pentecost Service is one way for our local churches to raise
awareness and funds for school chaplains.
Click HERE to support the work of school chaplains in our local area. Your tax-deductible gift
can either be a one-off donation, or you could sign up to be a regular supporter.
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Plant, Book and Clothes Sale -

Ruth and Silvia in the office provided that
essential and time-consuming support.
Jewellery (Janice Harris) and wooden bowls
(Bob Williams) were also sold. Many thanks
to those who worked on the day including
Sheryl McLennan who provided greatly
appreciated food for the workers.
The financial results are as listed below. We
had allowed for $10,000 in our budget for
this event, so are pleased with the outcome.
2021
2020

On 24th April we ventured into new territory
again, running a sale at the church which did
not follow the format of previous years. After
the findings of the “Autumn Fair Lite” held in
October 2020, with just plants and books
being sold, we expanded our offering to
include clothes. This meant we needed to
increase the selling area to include the
Upper John Knox Hall (clothes) as well as the
Lower John Knox (books) and the carpark
(plants).

Plants

Books
Clothes &
Jewellery
Wooden bowls
Choose a Prize

4952

5682

2495

3680

2410

-

369

381

475

-

Jams

495

Admin

-140

-200

Result

$10,561

$10,038

The next event will be 9th October offering a
Garage, Toys and Plants Sale. Further
information to follow.

The clothes were able to be given more
space in the UJK for set-up and display which
significantly improved the operations of the
stall.

Ross McDonald

A Big Thank You to many helping
hands who contributed to a good
sales outcome of the 2nd hand Book
Stall. Many sorted books, carried
heavy boxes, talked to prospective
customers on the day, accepted their
payments and also transported
unsold books to the “final resting
place”.
Karen and the Book Team

The Sale was well supported by the
community with a steady influx of people for
the first three hours with fewer numbers
during lunchtime and the afternoon.
Planning for the day considered the latest
Covid restrictions which had relaxed slightly
since last year, allowing operations to flow
more smoothly.
The Sale occurred due to the dedicated
efforts of some individuals and teams during
prior months, to sort and prepare items.
Karen Boyd, Kate Moddermam, the Potting
Group led by Jim Crellin, Jenny Anderson and
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COVID – ATTENDANCE & CLEANING

PROPERTY UPDATES

 It is really important that we all share the
load to play our part when it comes to
managing COVID requirements. This is even
more important now that we have so many
programs and activities resuming and
sharing spaces across the property.
 We do have a professional cleaner who is
on-site on Monday mornings. The rest of
our
cleaning
requirements
are
the
responsibility of our activities and programs.



There have been 4 possums removed
in the last few weeks from UJK and
repairs have been made around the
perimeter of the building to prevent
their return.



A sensor light has been install above
the external door near the Fellowship
room. Now that the days are shorter
we wanted to make this area safe for
those coming and going to night
meetings.



Planning is underway for upgrading the
upper carpark lighting to be more
efficient. This is a large project that
involves the hiring of lifting equipment.
We will need to close off part of the
carpark for safety reason., but should
only be a day or two.



Upgrades to the safety of our driveway
signage, traffic markings and road
surface. Ross and the Property team
will keep us informed prior to this
project starting .



If you see something that needs fixing
please fill out a Property Maintenance
Form HERE. Or send an email to Ruth
at the church office.

 Please ensure that you complete the
attendance
registers
and
cleaning
checklists at the conclusion of the
programs or activities in which you are
involved, and return them to the office
pigeonhole (or email a copy to the office)
when done.
 Ensure that anything taken out of a green
cleaning bucket is returned to the bucket.
 Ensure that the COVID cleaning buckets
and bins are returned to their usual places.

 If any cleaning supplies are running low,
make sure you let the office know on the
checklist.
 We are changing over to a different
cleaning solution in the next few week. The
new cleaning spray is call VIRACLEAN and it
is pink, please read the updated instructions
before using.

June
8
20
29-2

July
13
17-18
21
25

August

Firm Foundations Scripture cont.
Church Council
Mega-GROW
Day Camp

10
22
27 - 29

Firm Foundations Faith cont.
Church Council
Mega-GROW
Church Camp

September
12
14
27 - 30

Firm Foundations Faith
Church Council Exec
Church Council Retreat
Presbytery Meeting
Mega-GROW

Investment Sunday
Church Council Exec
BA DE YA

Please note that these dates may change. Please check with
program organisers.

LEAD MINISTER

YAYA PASTOR

FAMILIES PASTOR

Rev. Rod Fisher

Rev. Fa Matangi

Kath Ruhle

0419 678 619

0401 611 273

0405 755 600

rfisher@thegapuca.org.au

yayapastor@thegapuca.org.au

kruhle@thegapuca.org.au
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